University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present

University Relations

12-4-1986

UM's visiting Chinese scholar
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "UM's visiting Chinese scholar" (1986).
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 10342.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/10342

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information,
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

*

of Montana

Office of l niversity Relations • Missoula, Montana 59812 • (406) 243-2522
MEDIA RELEASE
December 4, 1986
U M ’S VISITING CHINESE SCHOLAR
By Deborah Richie, UM News and Publications

MISSOULA
Qinshi Meng, the University of Montana's visiting scholar
from the People’s Republic of China, remembers vividly his first
impressions of the United States upon arriving in San Francisco
early this fall.
disbelief.

"So many cars..." He shakes his head in

Even in Missoula, the auto traffic is disconcerting

in contrast to Meng's home city, Beijing, where very few Deople
drive.

Instead,

3 million cyclists pedal the streets of Beijing,

a city of 10 million people in northern China.
"I want to communicate with your people," the 64-year-old
philosophy scholar says, leaning forward intently.

He smiles

often and is perpetually patient in answering questions about his
native country.

A researcher at the Chinese Academy of Social

Sciences in Beijing, Meng is deputy editor of the "Philosophical
Translation Journal," the only vehicle in People's China for
introducing Western philosophy.

Seeing the United States for the

first time marks the realization of a dream he has held for many
years.
Meng's visit is sponsored by the Maureen and Mike Mansfield
Center and funded by the Committee on Scholarly Communication
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with the People's Republic of China, a division of the National
Academy of Sciences in Washington, D.C.
The University of Montana is one of seven American
universities that received grants in 1986 for a visiting Chinese
scholar according to Raymond Wylie, professor of Asian Affairs in
the Mansfield Center.
competitive —

The selection process is highly

there were 50 applicants in 1986 --

and involved

an exchange of letters between Meng and Wylie for more than a
year.
During his three-month visit, Meng hopes to help unveil the
culture of his country, closed in all diplomatic relations with
the United States for more than 30 years.

Meng says people still

have many questions since diplomatic relations were restored in
1978.

His excitement to learn and to share as much as possible

is obvious.
As part of his work at UM, he attends lectures and
conferences and speaks to classes and community organizations on
topics ranging from philosophy to various aspects of sociology.
Recently, he spoke at a UM philosophy forum on "The Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences and the Institute of Philosophy."
When he first arrived in Montana, Meng says he felt a
little isolated as a foreigner.
him.

Speaking English is not easy for

He says he has not had much chance to speak English since

his days at a Christian school in the late 1930's.

But the

language is already becoming easier, and professors have helped
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by giving him plenty of chances to meet people and see students.
Meng often speaks of the recent economic reforms in
People's China and their impact on Chinese lifestyles.

Under the

leadership of Deng Hsiaoping, People's China is exporting grain
for the first time, he says, explaining that farmers now have
incentives to produce more crops.
He draws from his philosophical studies and a wealth of
personal experience.

Meng has witnessed dramatic changes in

Chinese government, which has swung from Nationalist to
Socialist, and participated involuntarily in the Red Guards'

re

education program.
Before the cultural revolution of 1965, now termed "Ten
Years of Chaos," Meng studied in two universities, then worked
for the Beijing municipal government.

His work ended when the

Red Guards sent him away from his wife and three young children
to the countryside for 12 years to labor in the fields with
farmers.
The idea that the "intelligentsia" should learn the
realities of the countryside was not in itself bad, he feels, but
the kind of work the Red Guards had him do served ulterior
purposes - "perhaps to crush down the intelligentsia," he says.
"I had to suffer."
Back with his family in Beijing, he reconciled the
difficult years with what he learned about the needs of farmers,
who make up 70 to 80 percent of the one billion Chinese.
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"From that life, I have a closer relationship with the
farmers -- what they wish, their hopes, their ideas," he says.
"I learned to till, to plant and to manage to live by myself."
He thought deeply during those years about the violence he had
seen during the 1940's Japanese invasion.

He asked himself what

he could do to be worthy of his people.
When he returns to Beijing in a few months, Meng will share
with his colleagues what he has learned of American culture from
visiting Missoula and the University of Montana.
"I want to bring back something to my people to further
philosophical research," he says.
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